icj4            Humphry Clinker
alibi; or, perhaps, Martin might be apprehended, and
convicted for another fact, in which case, he might b^
prevailed upon to take this affair upon himself; or
finally, if these chances should fail, and the evidence
stand good against Clinker, the jury might recommend
him to mercy, in consideration of his youth, especially
if this should appear to be the first fact of which he had
been guilty.                                                           ^
Humphry owned he could not pretend to recollect
where he had been on the day when the robbery was
committed, much less prove a circumstance of that
kind, so far back as six months, though he knew he
had been sick of the fever and ague, which, however,
did not prevent him from going about. Then, turning
up his eyes, he ejaculated, ** The Lord's will be done*?
if it be my fate to suffer, I hope I shall not disgrace
the faith, of which, though unworthy, I make pro-
fession/*
When I expressed my surprise, that the accuser
should persist in charging Clinker, without taking the
least notice of the real robber, who stood before him,
and to whom, indeed, Humphry bore not the smallest
resemblance, the constable, who was himself a thief-
taker, gave me to understand, that Mr. Martin was the
best qualified for business of all the gentlemen on the
road he had ever known; that he had always acted on
his own bottom, without partner or correspondent, and
never went to work but when he was cool and sober;
that his courage and presence of mind never failed him;
that his address was genteel, and his behaviour void of
all cruelty and insolence; that he never encumbered
himself with watches, or trinkets, nor even with bank-
notes, but always dealt for ready money, and that in
the current coin of the kingdom; and that he could
disguise himself and his horse in such a manner, that,
after the action, it was impossible to recognise either